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Colorado Bill 285 

THE COLORADO BILL 

The following is the Colorado bill as signed by Governor MacDonald April 12, 
1905: 
"A Bill for an act relating to professional nursing. 

" Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado: 

"Section 1. That within sixty days after the taking effect of this act the 
Governor of the State shall appoint a State Board of Nurse Examiners, to be com- 
posed of five members. Each of the members of said board so appointed by the 
Governor shall be a trained nurse of at least twenty-three (23) years of age, of good 
moral character, who is a graduate from a training-school connected with a general 
hospital or sanitarium of good standing where a three-years' training with a sys- 
tematic course of instruction is given in the wards; one of the members of said 
board shall be designated by the Governor to hold office for one year, one for two 
years, one for three years, one for four years, and one for five years, and thereafter 
upon the expiration of the term of office of the person so appointed the Governor 
shall appoint a successor to each person to hold office for five years, each of whom 
shall be a registered nurse under the provisions of this act and shall fulfil the require- 
ments in this section set forth. 

"Sec. 2. That the members of said board shall, as soon as organized, annu- 
ally in the month of April elect from their members a president and a secretary, 
who shall also be the treasurer. Three members of this board shall constitute a 
quorum, and special meetings of said board shall be called by the secretary upon 
the written request of any two members. The board is authorized to make such by- 
laws and rules as shall be necessary to govern its proceedings and to carry into effect 
the purpose of this act. The secretary shall be required to keep a record of all 
the meetings of said board, including a register of the names of all nurses duly 
registered under this act, which shall at all reasonable times be open to public 
scrutiny, and said board shall cause the prosecution of all persons violating any of 
the provisions of this act, and may incur necessary expenses on that behalf. That 
the president and secretary shall make a biennial report to the Governor on the 
second Monday of December immediately preceding the convening of the Legislature, 
together with a statement of the receipts and disbursements of said board. 

"Sec. 3. That after April, 1906, it shall be the duty of said board to meet 
not less frequently than once in every three (3) months, notice of which meeting 
shall be given to the public press and in one nursing journal one month previous 
to the meeting. At said meetings it shall be the duty of the board to examine all 
applicants for registration under this act. Upon filing application for examination 
each applicant shall pay a registration fee of ten dollars. The examination shall 
be of such a character as to determine the fitness of the applicant to practise pro- 
fessional nursing as contemplated by this act. If the result of the examination of 
any applicant shall be satisfactory to a majority of the board, the secretary shall, 
upon an order of the board, issue to the applicant a certificate to that effect; where- 
upon the person named in the certificate shall be declared duly qualified to practise 
professional nursing in this State. Any person from any other State who shall show 
to the satisfaction of the board that he or she is a trained, graduate nurse of a hos- 
pital or sanitarium, the standard of instruction and training of which shall meet 
the requirements of the rules prescribed by said board, may, upon payment of the 
usual fee therefor, receive a certificate and be registered as a nurse of this State 
without examination. 
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"Sec. 4. That all nurses who are engaged in nursing at the date of the passage 
of this act and who shall show to the satisfaction of said board that they are grad- 
uates of training-schools connected with a hospital or sanitarium giving two-years' 
general training, or prior to the year 1901 having given eighteen-months' general 
training and who maintain in other respects proper standards; or who are in train- 
ing in the wards of a general hospital or sanitarium where a two-years' training with 
a systematic course of instruction is given at the time of the passage of this act, 
and shall graduate hereafter, and possess the above qualifications, shall be enti- 
tled to registration without examination, provided such application be made to 
this board before April, 1906. It shall be unlawful after April, 1906, for any person 
to practise nursing as a trained, graduate, or registered nurse without a certificate 
from the State Board of Nurse Examiners. A nurse who has received his or her 
certificate according to the provisions of this act shall be styled and known as a 
'Registered Nurse.' No other person shall assume such title or use the abbrevia- 
tion 'R.N.,' or any other letters, to indicate that he or she is a trained, graduate, 
or registered nurse. 

"Sec. 5. That the State Board of Nurse Examiners shall have the power to 
revoke any certificate issued in accordance with this act by unanimous vote of said 
board for gross incompetency, dishonesty, habitual intemperance, or any act deroga- 
tory to the morals or standing of the profession of nursing, as may be determined by 
the board; but before any certificate shall be revoked the holder thereof shall be 
entitled to at least thirty-days' notice in writing of the charge against him or her, 
and of the time and place of hearing and determining of such charges, at which 
time and place he or she shall be entitled to be heard. Upon the revocation of any 
certificate it shall be the duty of the secretary of the bqard to strike the name of the 
holder thereof from the roll of registered nurses. 

"Sec. 6. All fees received by the State Board of Nurse Examiners, and all 
fines collected under this act, shall be paid to the treasurer of said board, who shall 
at the end of 'each and every month deposit the same with the State Treasurer; 
and the said State Treasurer shall place said money so received in a special fund 
to be known as the fund of the State Board of Nurse Examiners, and shall pay the 
same out on vouchers issued and signed by the president and secretary of said board 
upon warrants drawn by the Auditor of the State therefor. All moneys so received 
and placed in said fund may be used by the State Board of Nurse Examiners in 
defraying its expenses in carrying out the provisions of this act. 

"Sec. 7. This act shall not be construed to affect or apply to the gratuitous 
nursing of the sick by friends or members of the family or to any person nursing 
the sick for hire who does not in any way assume the practice as a trained, graduate, 
or registered nurse. 

"Sec. 8. That any person violating the provisions of this act, or who shall 
make any false representations to said board, in applying for a certificate, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not more 
than three hundred dollars ($300.00) ; provided, that nothing in this act shall apply 
to nurses who have served as such in the army of the United States in the Civil 
War or the Spanish-American War. 

"Sec. 9. In the opinion of the General Assembly an emergency exists; there- 
fore, this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage." 



